
Ralph G. Steinhardt 

The George Washington University Law School 

 

 Ralph G. Steinhardt is the Arthur Selwyn Miller Research Professor of Law and 

International Relations at the George Washington University Law School, in Washington, D.C., 

and, in Spring 2008, a Senior Research Fellow at Yale Law School.  He is the co-founder and 

director of the Program in International Human Rights Law, at New College, Oxford University. 

For twenty-five years, Professor Steinhardt has been active in the domestic litigation of 

international human rights norms, having represented pro bono various human rights 

organizations, as well as individual human rights victims, before all levels of the federal 

judiciary,  including the U.S. Supreme Court. He has also served as an expert witness in several 

cases testing the civil liability of multinational corporations for their complicity in human rights 

violations. He currently serves on the International Commission of Jurists’ Expert Legal Panel on 

Corporate Complicity in International Crimes. He is also the Founding Chairman of the Board of 

Directors of the Center for Justice and Accountability, an anti-impunity organization that 

specializes in litigation under the Alien Tort Statute. 

 

 Professor Steinhardt is the author of numerous books and articles, including International 

Civil Litigation: Cases and Materials on the Rise of Intermestic Law (2002);  Human Rights 

Lawyering (2008) (with Hoffman and Camponovo); “Corporate Responsibility and the 

International Law of Human Rights: The New Lex Mercatoria,” NON-STATE ACTORS AND 

HUMAN RIGHTS (Oxford University Press, 2005);  “The Role of Domestic Courts in Enforcing 

International Human Rights Law,” in GUIDE TO INTERNATIONAL HUMAN RIGHTS PRACTICE 

(Transnational, 4
th

 ed., 2004);  The Alien Tort Claims Act: An Analytical Anthology (1999) (with 

Tony D’Amato), and International Law and Self-Determination (1994). He serves on the Board 

of Editors of the Oxford University Press Project on International Law in Domestic Courts. 

 

 Professor Steinhardt received his B.A. summa cum laude from Bowdoin College, where 

he was elected to Phi Beta Kappa. He was then awarded a Henry Luce Foundation Scholarship 

and appointed Visiting Scholar at the University of the Philippines Law Center. He received his 

J.D. from Harvard Law School, where he served as Articles Editor of the Harvard International 

Law Journal and won the Jessup Moot Court Competition. He then practiced law in Washington, 

D.C., for five years, before joining the faculty at the George Washington University Law School. 
 


